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orld War Two has given us
many strange stories about
missing aircraft which have in

later years, through unusual circum-
stances,beenfound in remote regions.
A number of these incidents were di-
rectly attributable to combat opera-
tions but there were also many that
occurred during state-side training
missions. Possibly one of the stran-
gest and most interesting incidents
happenedin California during Decem-
ber 1943 when intensified B-24 train-
ing missions were flown by the U.S.
Army Air Corps out of Hammer Field,
Fresno, California. The basic story
surrounding this incident, now well
publicized, was about a long-missing
B-24 bomber found in an unnamed
lake in California's High Sierrason 17
July 1960 by a Park Sen/ice ranger
leading a survey party. This particular
B-24E, serial number41-28463, carry-
ing a crew of six departed Hammer
Field, Fresno, California at 0850 on
5 December1943 and headedeast on
a routine training mission. lt was pi-
loted by 2nd. Lt. Charles W. Turvey.
Later that sameday the aircraft report-
ed by radio that it thought its position
was near Independence,California. No

further word was heard from the air-
craft.

Here it should be mentioned that
during the period of 3 to 6 December
1943 a very large high pressureair
mass of 1032 millibars was forming
over Evanston, Wyoming, and was
pushing across Nevada and into the
High Sierra mountain rangeof Califor-
nia. This high pressureweather sys-
tem was causing high winds, severe
turbulence and extremely unsettled
weather conditions along the entire
mountain range. Definitely not good
flying weatherfor slow, heavy bomber
type aircraft.

By late evening it was assumed
Turvey's B-24 was down, either -in the
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How three B-24s were
affected by a storm over

the Western United States
during 1943

By R. W. Koch

mountains just east of the base or
possibly in the desert.The next morn-
ing as daylight broke, now 6 Decem-
ber, CaptainWilliam H. Darden and his
crew of seven,also in a B-24, took off
from Hammer Field on a search mis-
sion, hoping to locate the missing
B-24 piloted by Lt. Turvey. Winter
storm clouds were thick over the
Sierrasand therewere many scattered
snow showers in the region of the
search.Captain Darden flew his heavy
B-24 around the peaks and ridges
while his crew strainedto see anypos-
sible signs of wreckage.

The searchcontinuedand Darden’s
B-24 droned on through the overcast
winter sky. Then, without warning, the
hydraulic pressurebegan to fail and
the turbulencestarted to increase.The
B-24 was now being buffeted by a
large snow storm near the area of
Huntington Lake. Evidently things
were going from bad to worse onboard
the B-24 as Captain Darden electedto
land on what appearedto be a high,
open mountain meadow. He gave his
crewmembersthe choice of staying
with the aircraft or bailing out before
the B-24 headedon final for an emer-
gency landing. The copilot, 2nd. Lt.

Marion Settle and the radio operator,
Sgt. George Barulic elected to bail
out. Both men landed in the forest
some distancefrom the snow covered
lake. That was the last they saw of
their ailing B-24.

What became of their aircraft and
what was the fate of the other crew-
members?A' concentratedsearch by
civil and military authorities in the
nearby area of Huntington Lake failed
to locate the aircraft. Even Huntington
Lake was searched by dragline but
this proved fruitless. After many weeks
of searching,the hunt for the missing
bomber was called off. Time passed.
World War Two ended. More years
passed.Still no clue to the missing

B-24s flown by Capt. Darden and Lt.

Turvey. Then, in August 1955, the

water level was lowered in Huntington

Lake to allow repair work to start on

the local dam. There, among the rol-

ted tree stumpspreviously underwater
rested the remains of Captain Dar-

den’s B-24. Military salvage opera-
tions commencedimmediately and at
least four bodieswere recoveredfrom

the wreckagewhich had been under-
water since 6 December1943. Up to

this point in our story all of the infor-

mation you have lust read it not new

or revealing to any degree becauseit

had beenwritten about in many news-
papersand magazines(see Air Clas-
sics Vol. 12, No. 9). But here is where
our story changes.

We now move up in time to late

February1969. A Navy TA-4F Skyhawk
trainer is reported overdue and miss-
ing from Lemoore Naval Air Station
which is located southwestof Fresno,
California. A search, under Air Force
coordination, is launched and a Navy

A-1E from Lemoore takes off to

assist in locating the missing TA-4F.

The A-1E flys along the ridges and

canyonson a preselectedsearchpat-
tern, strictly routine. Suddenly, the
A-1E begins to lose power. The air-

speeddrops to 90 knots, not enough
to keep the heavy Navy aircraft alr-

borne. Finally, the engine fails com-
pletely and the pilot has no choice
but to “ditch" the aircraft into a large
snowdrift at an altitude of approxi-
mately 12,000 feet. Miraculously the
aircraft comes to a stop, intact, and

the two Navy flyers are alive but pain-
fully bruised. To keep this part of the

story short we will just that they were
rescued by an Air Force Para-Medic
Master Sergeant Guy Roberts from

Edwards Air Force Base and all were
later evacuatedto safety by an Air

Force helicopter.
Again we move up in time to the


