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theTragicTaleof

uring the bleak, cold winter of
1943, tragedystruck the 461st
Bombardment Group four

times in 14 days. In December1943,
during the unit’s last month of its
acceleratedtraining program in the
States,the group flew day and night
missionsfrom its home-baseat Ham-
mer Field, Fresno, California. In one
month’s time, Colonel Frederic E.
Glantzbeggand his unit were sched-
uled to depart for the Mediterranean
Theaterof Operationsto begin com-

Hester reece,  ,,   
mania. Within a period of t ree
months, it was twice awarded the
Distinguished Unit Citation.

But it was during the unit’s state-
side training missions that, within
a period of two weeks, it was plagued
with the tragic lossof four Liberators,
with many_of the crew members
killed, missing, or injured.

The first of bomb' group’s Con-
solidated B-24 accidents, crashed
nearTonopah,Nevadaon 22 Decem-
ber, killing the copilot 2nd Lt. Ed-
ward J. Drucker, and injuring the
pilot and two enlisted crew members.
The story of the second Liberator,
which crashed during the night of
4-5 December, and the discovery of
the wreckageduring mid-1969, was
recounted by writer R. W. Koch in
the February1978 issue (Vol. 14, No.
2) of Air Classics.On 5 December,
13 days after the loss of the first
B-24, anotherof the twin-tailed, four-
enginedbombersfrom Hammer Field,
piloted by 2nd Lt. CharlesW. Turvey,
disappearedafter encountering se-
vere turbulence and heavy snow.
The following day, the fourth B-24,
piloted by CaptainWilliam H. Darden,
also disappeared.Its discovery was
related by this writer in -the Septem-
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