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didnt oy when or what.
I got in touch with the only scuba diver

to successfully dive in Hester lake and he

sent me a shon video he shot.
The ljberator lies at the bottom ofthe

lalte. twisted and distorted. Other dtan two
engines and a few propeller blades it`s unrecog-
nizalrle to me as an airplane. The lake bottom
is coveted with a deep layer ofsilt. There is no
way of knowing what is buried there.

Acollegesntdent who became interested in

the story madea trip to Hester lake in I994.
exploring with a wetsuit and snorkel, He de-

scribed to me lindingoneofthe bombet's four
engines in about I 5 feet ofwatet. The propellets
were "feathered." which means they weren't
ntming (i.e. the engine was sltut down) when
the plane entered the water. This sugsts that
engine failure could have been responsible for
the plane craslt because the B-Z4 was difheult
to handle when running on anything but all

four engines. During my visit to the lake l did
not see this engine.

During my exploration l was assisted by
mylongtime hiking partner, Michele Hinatsu.
and by the current l.eConte Canyon ranger.
Rick Sanger.

On both a personal and professional level.

I was glad Sanger chose to accompany us to
Hester lake. He and l have known each other
for about I5 years. and hes a great conversa-
tionalist and storyteller. Not only that. Sanger
is knowledgeable about the wilderness area of
Sequoia and Kings(hnyon and previously has

visited Hester lake. Havingan extra set ofeyrs
to sareh around Hester lake and the rest of
the lake basin was fantastic,

I believe that govemment's responsibil-
ity is to serve the people and not the other
way around. l also believe that citiaens have

a responsibility to assist their govemment
whenever possible so agencies an effectively
and efficiently deliver their mandate to pro-
vide services to the people. Not only that, I

collaborate with the NPS because I trust the
agency and the people working within it.

That trust dates back to my introduction
to wildmtesi vis an or-ynirational camp in s

westem national park. In |939 the long-serv-
ing superintendent of this park recognized the
value ofencouraging youth gmups to visit the
park`s vrildemess area. With a handshake and
promise of support. a summer camp program
in Califomia was established.

During its 72-yur operating history the
camp had a hugely positive impact on tens
of thousands ofboys. Many of the boys. like
me. who worked on the camps staff went
on to careers in business, Enanee. politics.

I ra/Lrbannr wi!/1 I/Jr NPS brmusr
/ lrrrsl Ihr frgrmy .md /br /reap/r

uforkirrg :uit/rin ir.

medicine. law, academia. eduation. military
service and even with the NPS. Fatposure to
wildemess and the park service ideal were im-
portant contributors to out sueceu. Through
ever-changing parlt administrations the camp
always worked to maintain a consmtctiveand

oonrriburiverelarionshipwith theNPS. Enallyz

a superintendent arrived who was interested
in neither and the :amp was forced to close.

Despitemydisappoinrmentwirh rlteeamps
ignominious end. l still retain tntst in the
NPS instinttion and its people. This is why
I was happy having Sanger at Hester lake in
his professional capacity Given tltat I hoped
to lind historic arti&ets. I appreciated being
accompanied  an official NPS observer.

And hnally. iftheone reporter from |960 was

correct in his belieftltat the B-14 had broken
apart in the sky above Hester lake. there was

some possibility of linding human remains.
Should this occur, Sanger`s presence would
facilitate organizing a recosery team quickly.

Duringaurthree-dayvisitwelookedamstnd
Hester lake and the other laltes nearby but
wereunsuccessful in finding dclrrisoranytrace
of the B-24 crew. Sanger climbed the lower
haunehes of the peak south of Hester lake.
One reporter from 1960 thought the B-14 hit
this peak in |943 and then tumbled into the
lake. No evidence of the plane was seen. Of
course. because we found neither evidence of
the crew not debris doesn`t mean this evidence
doesnt exist but it does make me wonderz So

many previous visitors said they had teen so

much wreckage. Why didn`t we?

UsingourThermarest pads and some swim
goggles, we paddled around the shoreline of
Hesterlakeand peered into itswaters. Wewere
unsuccessful in locating any signihcant piecesof This induded theengines spotted

byearliervisitors. Once again I wonder. Why
were we unable to see what previous visitors
had seen?

To amuse myselh l walked arourtd the lalte

with copisofphotostaltert bythe I‘)60Army
recovery team and did my best to loste the

position where the image was taken. Then. l

attempted to take a photograph of the same
scene.

ln the evening, we ate dinner and gazed

ar:rossthelalte.di.scussingwhat migltthavehap-
pened here during the early moming of Dee.

6. l94_§. The B-14 Liberator had no businss
being over these mountains; they were sup-
posed to ily up the westem side ofthe Siena.
not the eastem side. Had they been blown oil'
course or were they terribly bewildered? What
role might engine failure have to do with the
aireraft`s loss?

All is quiet. serene and still in Hester lake
today. And. that is how it should be. One of
the great advantages of King Canyon is tltar
ir`s possible to stand in the footsteps of past
visitors. even historical visitors. and experi-
ence the same scene. It's a wonderful fullill-
ment of the NPS ideal when you are able to
see the landsupe with your historical minds
eye: when you an study the documents and
photographs and actually put together all the
pines to construct s story.

On our last day at Hester Lake I stood in

the quiet moming as the sun rose, Looking
southward alongthespineofthe Sierra Nevada.
in the light of a new day. l could almost see
Lt. Robert Hester's B-24 coming in below the
peaks. _-e

The remain ofoaly one new nenba from
thel-l¢atuLalteL24uadeoaldbeIde|tISat|.
'lheotieivesruebaehdmphaashrliagoa
&dolalCeleteryo|0n.}.I960.I|tl»t14.
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