Warplane’s icy death

B The last fiight of a World
. War |l bomber has taken -

 Big-Creek students, their
- teacher and community
+to.new educational '
' heights,
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- BIG CREEK — Of the hun-

s of military aircraft that
crashed in the Sierra during
World War 1I, the saga of the
B-24 that, went down in Hun-
tington ,Lake is the story that
refyses to die. = -+ | -

his month, the tragic Dec. 6,

Edr

19483, crash of the famed Libera- '

tor has given wings to the edu-
cation of 17 fourth-graders ‘at
BigyCreek School., ... . ..
acher Bob Crider~sgaid the
crath 'has become' an unprece-
derited~class research project, -
thelikes of which he has not
expgrienced in 27 years in' the
classroom. s @t LA VR
“It’s unbelievable,” he said.
“The parents can’t believe ‘what
the . kids are learning.” -
The regular curriculum has
been pushed aside. “They are ac-
quiting writing and, language

1

. skills far above the fourth-grade
. level,” Crider said. “It’s really
 turned
“i tion.”

‘'ings and emotions from this
. project have created a feelin

. the children learned Huntington . |

- the lake was lowered to allow . -
‘repairs to the Huntington dam.

* Searching for others

“dents.
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_the kids on to educa-
Pete. Swanson, the ]:irinci]lml-'"
superintendent of ; schools,
agreed: “It’s amazing, the feel-

Pete Swanson
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reality for these kids.” .~ .., © %0 U S it Principal-superintendent R v
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Class interest took off after £ ' :

four of the big bombers from the -

_ 461 Bombardment Group at - wasn’t discovered until 1955.”

They visited the actual crash ~ Fresno’s old -Hammer  Field Accounting for bodies:

site, then wrote 31 letters of in- -, crashed within a few days of ©' “7

qujr-y, geekjng survivors and in- each_- other, jllSt' before belng -'St'f‘ldent efforts to!ﬁnd the tw

formation about the incident. ' sent overseas for, combat. :- { ?ulr" :gor . ‘}rleavetzhgeegstunsut(;c:sas
_ ) Sy b Ve i* ful. However the. postmas |

dubbey the “ithe Beserne PIanc, | The. Huntirgton-plane. went - \yijeierer oy (h° responding t

) down while searching the Sierra ) a4 iri
carried six crewmen to their for another B-24 thgt had gone the students’’ inquiries, ha

three parts and sank ... and i
Lake would be lowered, .

» : found a, relative of ri .
deaths when it crashed and sar ik . down the day before, It cr,ashedm.sal:,ae’ ?heeiﬁpuot‘} w?ti 3?,0?.1
bosth lake, i tiwiiod ‘jafter|it ran into a storm and pa students are corresponding,
Two other crewmen 'para- _‘then; encountered mechanical The. class: also ‘received a.re
chuted to safety. The wreckage -« trouble. . Fea ot o B B

. sponse from a sister of the pilot
was not found until 1955, when CI::pt.. William H. Darden, af
Portsmith, Me. The packet
contained several photographs
of the pilot, along with a 1955
telegram relating to the recovery
of his body.

The students are concerned
about the bodies in the plane, so

. “They had total hydraulic fail-
‘ure and they couldn’t get back -
to Hammer Field,” said Bogo-
shian. “Two parachuted out and
they survived. But what the.
“crew thought was ‘a frozen
meadow was snow-covered Hun-
tington Lake. As soon as the
plane hit the lake it broke into

The children also contacted
Sam Bogoshian of Fresno, histo-
rian and writer on aircraft acci- ’

Bogoshian'’s research indicates

they wrote the Fresno County
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Arrangements are also being
made for the students to indpee:

- the’ collection of World War’1I ~
German aircraft owned by 'Clg=»-
vis rancher Harold 'Kindsvater:
Another local pilot has also. pfsn

“coroner, | Dr.” Dave' Hadden, - to

find out.if; all six bodies were ;
‘removed in 1955, <1 CTi e
" Crider, their teacher, said the |
fate of two .bodies remains in :
doubt. That ‘question touched

the hearts of: the ;youngsters. | fered to take each student up for
Most feelf thatif i the ‘bodies | ' a short flight. -~ 1+ . .. Lol B
haven’t already been recovered, ' ‘Learned a lot” - - R

they should be,’ and final ar- |
rangements should be made.

- Bogoshian believes all six bod-
ies were removed but he is not

Student Ian Kellogg said he..
has learned a lot from their in-
vestigation. “I would like it torgo =

certain. He was working with a
newsreel crew when the wreck-
age was first discovered in 1955.

on for a long time.” lan espe-...
cially liked the field trip to .the~
crash site at the frozen lake' ...

Besides resolving that issue,
the students hope to publish a
book on the crash, install some
kind of marker, or, monument to
those who perished, and then
have President Bush personally .
dedicate it. |~ TR Y
. In many ‘respects, the crash | have also recognized
has taken the fourth-graders to = of the crash course.
places. and - people they would ' Nancy Vanlandingham, whoge™
never encounter otherwise. son, Nicholas, is involved, saideit «

Even Crider has "been con- has raised her son’s interest ™.
sumed by the project. school. PR
The ‘before’ picture “We think it’s great,” “she~

Recently the class visited the - said. “It teaches the child a'réxl’
-air museum at Castle Air Force sense of history, and it has eman
Base, where they were able to couraged him in writing and peron.
view one of the few remaining - search. It’s made him very in=
B-24s, . \ g ' terested in school.” .

found the study “fun and intera
esting,” believes the research:
project has provided an unustif]”
opportunity to connect with Jov--
cal history and landmarks. L
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