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oo i 3¢ sounded all righiWne Captain atd,
o ooo———"ALL-Zight;helt; gat-out of here. We wers losing aivitude.

: _ --»---—~—~~~--—3¢—tvl&—tzref1!xg11;«r to

and didn't say what fuses.
- - ball out, Ure Captain was
St vhen 1 got mt,  Tne domw

was busy putting on his

change fuges and them changed his mind St
. Ee repeated orders telling crew. 4o —- . -

pay doors would not cpen.
eruve,

L Ihe bomd bay doors. I could not locate the-contrel to-ger the

repeating to bail out ali tne. time -

The engineer
I cotld not spen -

It was dark,

sngineer opened tne doors.
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some of the instruments,

A

ull bg.ck Just a listle

- bom-bay4oor¥-oD8: 0 1 3T8pRed Back os the catvalk,. Tne
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i Wa were proba’bly 1,000 feet atovs tha. ymw -flrers-a2d barely——- -
i" _above the peaks.  The wnole formaticn was-te- Mﬁ%—i’t‘s. .
e - Thers wers two vory high pesks in front of us and we had to turm
to avold them. 1 tnink we were above tne peaks out losing
altitude, ' , -

" 1 ema tirst pilet but was asting co-pilot smd in as pciitivm ‘
tc *ako over 28 ho was tae aomﬁing-afﬁur, L

Gaestion:

!ou mnticnad cloud ahead of you, Vas thers vesy much cloudiness
that morning? :

Lt’.‘httle: Ahead, but not whers we were, ‘

'Qﬁﬂ‘ﬁon’ . Could you tell anything abeut ‘the‘winﬁ? o, 425 SQUU




&%, Settle: : ‘over tae lakeéi%ﬁﬁéi biﬁiiﬂg‘ﬁest. pretty strong
o -and later tnatv afternoon I wenv outv over the lake ir a fboa.tA
e __°  and tne waves almost turned A% over. Pretty strong wnd.
e i e e "It was from the east. Biowinz east to the west. '
: : two high peaks Just in trant. might. creat a down
draft, = :
‘;,, e Ruestion: - Did you notica.tggnaéz?lang_—clbﬁng up?_ el el AR R e S
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L : Question:  How close to the cloud wers you? :
o Lt, Settle: I would estinate at least 2 more miles would hLoTs carried us
= into tne edge of it, g
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first 507 aoccnds, covering a pretty wide area-and still be
ratner far apart. Tre rirst plane started peeiing off over.
8naver Lake. 50 second intervsls would give em one time to
check and gearch his area.

Question: Wers you varned about tne mountains?

Ly, Betviiel We were due to fly about '500 foet above tue grouad
: Specul directions - - defizite headings from each’ .
point . gave you fnesdings you should fly. s




2 . Question: ¥as any mention made of type of westner?

"'Lt. Settle! No sir. e

"~ Question: Ng voloeity of wind?

Lt. Settie: Don't know, nay have 'b_een menticned, I do not recall.
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Lt. Settiel ’i‘,‘:o in the tail and two in the nose. Tne men-in tng tall could

/sa¥ the trees and decided they would retner risk the lake tw
me Trees. = =
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._ Do one Irying to get out, Tost's tns reasor tnav 1 tnougnt they
- nad Jusped, Iy geemed that tney nadnft, MNo evidence was round
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L ] - R
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3 £ ) H-’
T V1 1Y --Sanle: We were o7 command #e%., rilot NAQ & ground connection, and was on the
interphine. £Lverytning be said to me wsnt on the inverphons.
tne radio operator never could tind toe tréunle.

He stayed on the inverpaone so he woulda't tlock out otvner
comzcationh. He decided to 2tay on ine 1nterpnons, He

SRrdaland € courdntt fﬁy—&"ﬂﬁﬁfg*ﬁfWET‘Y?.B"HEE?TGTWE’DIWW- ca
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SEATIMENY MADE BY RADLO OPmTOR

Quu‘t'abh: ‘Sergeant, wnal was the first notice of anyuning wrong?! = |

Sgtv. saruiic: dever noticed anytning beforeo ne :am 0 na.:.l ‘wut, Ine caprain,
I cowrd heer him yeiling, The firss time . uaird him say ba,il
out, I toox off my heac sets snd started gatting read.y

Queetion: Did ne get on internhane? 5 : | g

Sgt. Barulle: H‘uut have gotton on interpaone.’
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Question: Arter nearing tne Captain ‘zive tne command to ball out, what did .
Tyouw dot L e i o

. ’ .S‘vaf‘(f’ 2 ; s =
Sgt. Barwic: Started gedting U % Tvos chute on. 1Y tekes -some time to get
v it om. I gotv all ready to bail out. Went second, -

Question: ¥narc was toe co-piiotl e T s s

s v-----selg-t.-;-.Bam.ic;.i‘rying to .ozﬁgzx,}_ggg _bay doorse stgnding almost agalnsv the

pomp racks, Tnere was room Ior.tinree. ; Rt

Yes, I coulc hezr the WATRIDE norn oioni:g as 1 was gotting my
chuve on.F éogksd < noticed the Captair was calling to bail
out so0.1 Yéhe Lieuvenagnt out.

Question: Do you recall engine sounds?

. . sptiBarurict-At-that-time—tney-geane & xind or quiet, losing sltitude. -
B ; Sort of felt that. : el e S gl
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; 12 December 1543

SUBJECT: In{craﬁl report of Aircraft Acciasat

T0 s

: i. In compliance witn Memorandua 25-1, -Headquarters, Pourth Air .. .
Force, Gated 18 Novexber 134> the following informsl report is submitied
concerring the crasn of Airc. 't B-24H, No, U2-/o74, on & December 1943. -

(a) Above named aircrart, [oown Bormbardment Squadron, piloted by
Captaiz William H. Darden, was assignod to participate in a ssarcn =icsion,
the flignt took orz at 0912, 6 December 1943 and proceeded to the vicinity

H

of - Shaw Lake in formation, - Aircraft -involved was tne lasi_ship to "peel < R e

trom the formation, and was then juat Horzh of Eunvington Lake, Izmediately

efter pseiing off, Ho. two prop governor ‘went out and the ergire had to be ..
warottied back. Immediavely afvervard tne aircraft began to lose aluitude

~ o yapidly, the reason for wnich is undetermined. -Toe pilov-ordered-the Srev. .- i S
—vo-bati-out——Tne—Co-Piiot;—Lt-—Culer K, Ssttle and the radio cperator, Sgh. :

weorge J, Barulic, paracmuted to safety. No cther memvers of ihe craw wers

able to get out, due to vne fact that tae airplane was by then too closs

to the ground, Tne engineer was seen returning to the flight deck by the

radio operator, The crasn occurred aboutl 6 December 1543,
(1) .In spive of the fact thatv the ce=plls “To safaty

so cause for the accident has been determined, He states that he can rem=

ember no cause for the performance of tue sirplane. 2

~(e) ' The sirplane disappeared from viaw of tne men who balled out

the water 1s cne hundred and i

snd-apparestiy Wi, giEEIN S VeRERTanai¥, SIX wan T T
- remained ou board.  ¥ns plibe Eas Bot @eriniiely besn located, vav floating. - -
debris luads to the cezclusicn “br-t 4% is in the lake st a point wherg——"""
TPEWTGEdL o bodies have Ddeen .Tredcovered. -
o - &) -~ PR@-PEIOV, Captain Darden, -was Squadiun Commandser.. e was an.

Yo

i prier to take=oXf, Standard safevy devises were installsd im the aircraft,

SEperiaacsd piiot With an sxcerlient record— She co-pilor—ieFirst-piles of
s heavy pombardment crew, nearing the end of third poasc training. Botn are
imown by the undersigned to have been in good paysical condition, and. under
no mental strain prior to thne flignt, Tne aircraft was in good working order

and wre in good working oraer,
2, Resuits to flying perscnnel are as followat

Pitet = Captain ¥illiam H, Darden 0-380288 Hissing
Co~Fiiot 2nd Lt, Culer M, Settis 0-806149 Unindured
Navigator ond Lt, Samuel J. Schlesser 0= 9 (409 Kigsing
Engineer Sgt. Franklio C, Nyswenger 16009396 ¥igaing
Hadio Operator Sgt. ueorge J, Berulic 32565535 Uninjured
Ass. Engmeer Sgt. Dick E. Mayo : 35448517 Missing
__Uunner ., Bgt. Eichard L. Spangle 1916300 Hissing
penne T gt Dawald Yai de Paveh " ~362790Mk < Nwstag v o o
. - )
2243000 . * ALEXAsDER X. $PROWL :
e s e e g e - Gap b NGO MK Squadron-Surgeon—




