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THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE USED BY PERSONNEL RENDERING
SERVICE TO THE UNITED STATES OR ITS ALLIES

Paragraph 5.d. of Army Regulation 380-5 relative to the handling of “restricted”
printed matter is quoted below.

“d. Dissemination of restricted matter.—The information contained

in restricted documents and the essential characteristics of restricted

material may be given to any person known to be in the service of the

United States and to persons of undoubted loyalty and discretion who

are cooperating in Government work, but will not be communicated

to the public or to the press except by authorized military public

relations agencies.”
This permits the issue of “restricted” publications to civilian contract and
other accrédited schools engaged in training personnel for Government work,
to civilian toncerns contracting for overhaul and repair of aircraft or aircraft
accessories, and to similar commercial organizations.

DISTRIBUTION NOTE

Under the provisions of T. O. No. 00-25-3, this Technical Order is as-
signed distribution symbol 9, ‘““assigned to publications that will receive
special distribution . . .,”’ and file symbol R, ‘“‘assigned to publications that
will be given special local redistribution . . .”’

Copies of this Technical Order will be furnished to Army Air Forces
Stations and Activities in bulk. Local redistribution of one (1) copy to each
pilot for his personal file will be made by the Station Commanders concerned,
Distribution to cadets at Army Air Forces Flying Schools will be made as
directed by the Commanding General, AAF Training Command.

One (1) copy will be included in the files of Technical Inspectors. Main-
tenance of this Technical Order in any other regular Technical Order files
is not required.

ADDITIONAL COPIES

ADDITIONAL COPIES of this publication maybe secured on ““Requisition
and shipping Ticket (Domestic),”” AAF Form No, 104B as prescribed in AAF
Regulation 5-9. Submit requisitions to: Commanding General, Fairfield Air
Service Command, Patterson Field, Fairfield, Ohio, Attention: Chief, Pub-
lications Distribution Branch. Also, see T. O. No. 00-25-3, for details on
distribution of Technical Orders. (Requests from Naval Activities shall be sub-
mitted to: Chief, Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy Department, Washington, D.C.)
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Foreword
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In this manual our hero, ‘“fool for luck’’ and principal character, is
Scratchy. Scratchy is an average pilot, He has average skill and his reflexes
are about the same as yours. He got his name during his cadet days because
he could not work a problem without scratching his head. When he began to
think, he began to scratch. :

Thinking is a useful exercise, and frequently Scratchy scratched out the
right answers. By the time he became a pilot it seemed to him that he had
scratched out every possible answer. He could fly from the seat of his pants,
so when he came up against the problems of efficiency and safety in flying
weather, he hardly scratched at all. This was his mistake. It was a mistake
in 12 parts, each the result of insufficient preliminary scratching,

What they added up to was a lesson he won’t soon forget. It is a lesson
every pilot has to learn, somehow. Like Scratchy, he may be able to barge
ahead, learn it the hard way, and do his thinking afterward. Scratchy no longer
recommends this course., He says you ought to sit down with this manual and
let it help you to do your thinking first.

If you don’t do your thinking about flying weather first, you’d better be sure
you were born lucky.
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Scratchy’s orders were to proceed from Sherman
Field to Hensley, flying a P-40. This was good news;
he had been at the field nearly a week with no chance
to fly. The sergeant told him his ship was warming
up, so hedidn’t lose a minute. He tore into the locker
room, grabbed his parachute bagand flying suit, With
his arms full, he rushed to the operations office to
make out his clearance, At the door he nearly knocked
over the weather officer who was leaving for lunch.
Scratchy was inside before it occurred to him that he
ought to find out about the weather. He dumped his
stuff by the wall and dashed out again. ‘‘Lieutenant
Warner!” he said, ‘‘How’s the weather to Hensley?
I’m going right away. What’s the best altitude?”’

As far as Lieutenant Warner knew, all pilots were
going right away, and they had to know everything in-
stantly. However, he thought it was important for them
to get it right, so he said, ‘‘Better see Sergeant Farnum
in the office. It was all right this morning but it will
be clabbering up soon.”’

“It’s only 3 hours flying,” Scratchy said. ‘I guess
I could get there before it socks in.”’

Lieutenant Warner didn’t think much of offhand
guesses. ‘‘It won’t hurt totakea look at the map. The
sergeant will go over it with you,’’ he said,

Scratchy ducked back into the operations office,
filled out his clearance form, and took it into the base
weather station. He flipped casually through the latest
weather sequences while the forecaster on duty wrote
the weather paragraph on the clearance, aad glanced
at the forecast.
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Scattered to broken clouds over Missouri becoming
overcast in Oklahoma, Ceiling 2 to 4,000 with occa-
sional rainshowers developing after 1300 CWT. Winds
aloft 150 degrees 15 to 20 miles an hour at 3,000
veering to 270 degrees at 8,000.

“I’d settle for that any day,”’ thought Scratchy.

At this moment Sergeant McGinty, who had been
serv1c1ng Scratchy’s plane, called through the door,
‘‘She won’t revup on the right mag, Lieutenant. We're
checking the plugs.’’
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